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BACKGROUND
Unity Schools Partnership (USP) is a multi-academy trust whose head office is in
Haverhill, Suffolk. USP consists of 30 schools – made up of 17 primary, two middle, eight
secondary and three special schools. It has also been approved by the Department for
Education (DfE) to open four further schools – two primary and two special.
Suffolk County Council (SCC) has set out that there is a need for additional high-quality
capacity in Bury St Edmunds. Currently, many pupils with social, emotional and mental
health needs are either being educated in pupil referral units for extended periods of time
or are being educated in out-of-county settings. SCC is committed to improving the
outcomes for these pupils and wherever possible educating them within Suffolk; this led to
its decision to build this new school, Sir Peter Hall School (SPHS).
The overarching vision for SPHS is to provide individualised support for all students and
prepare them to become successful independent adults who make a positive contribution
to their community, being valuable members of a better society, with an educational
experience to look back on with enjoyment and pride.
The Trust believes that an ambitious, well-planned curriculum is essential for not only
achieving successful academic outcomes but also in effectively meeting the social,
emotional and mental health needs of their learners. The curriculum will follow the best
blend of National Curriculum for high academic aspiration and therapeutic intervention to
support pupils with their personal and social development.
The school will forge strong referral and working links with a range of multi-agencies such
as mental health services and educational psychology to ensure a holistic approach is
taken to meeting each child’s needs.
Following the launch of a competition by SCC in January 2020, the Trust submitted a bid
in April 2020 for a new special school in Bury St Edmunds. The proposed school will have
a capacity of 80 places for boys and girls aged 9-16 who have social, emotional and
mental health issues. Entry will be confined to those whose Education, Health and Care
Plan names SPHS as the most suitable option.
The application by USP was approved by the Regional Schools Commissioner, on behalf
of the Department for Education, in July 2020 and moved into the pre-opening stage
immediately thereafter. The pre-opening stage involves securing the site and applying for
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planning permission to be followed by construction of the permanent building. It also
involves recruiting the Headteacher and key staff.
SCC has provided land in Airfield Road in the Moreton Hall area of Bury St Edmunds and
this will be the permanent home for the new school. Planning permission was granted in
March 2021; work has now begun on site and is expected to be finished by July/August
2022. The new school will open in September 2022, subject to the Secretary of State
entering into a funding agreement with the Trust. Before doing this, he will want to be
confident the school will be judged good or better at its first Ofsted inspection, expected in
its third year of operation, as well as popular and financially viable. As part of that process,
the law requires USP to consult with the local community and other interested parties on
their plans for the school. This process is known as the Section 10 Consultation (Section
10 of the 2010 Academies Act).
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CONSULTATION DESIGN and METHODOLOGY
The Trust set-out six substantive questions for consultation with prospective parents,
relevant organisations and the wider community. The questions asked for views on the need
for a new school, its vision and location, as well as about whether the Secretary of State
should enter into a funding agreement with the Trust to open and run the proposed school.

1. First can you tell us about yourself? Please tick the description you feel best
describes you.
2. Do you agree that there is a need for a school that caters for children and young
people with social, emotional and mental health needs in Bury St Edmunds?
3. Do you agree with the overarching vision for the school?
4. Is there anything or particular importance to you that you would like to see in either
policy development or the school curriculum?
5. Sir Peter Hall School is being built on a vacant site next to Abbots Green Primary
School do you think this is a good location for the new school?
6. Do you think Unity Schools Partnership should enter into a Funding Agreement with
the Secretary of State to open and run the Sir Peter Hall School?
7. Any further comments you’d like to make about our plans?
INFORMATION MADE AVAILABLE DURING THE CONSULTATION
Information on the consultation was disseminated via a dedicated webpage on the school
website – https://www.sphschool.org/2021/09/27/section-10-consultation/ - and an A4
questionnaire (see Annex E).
The website also contains the SPHS Statement of Provision (admissions arrangements
policy) and a link to USP school policies in place at Churchill School – such as Special
Educational Needs & Disabilities and Safeguarding policies - enabling visitors to the site to
see similar policies to those that are being developed for SPHS.
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USP used social media to advertise the consultation and a public engagement event
which was held at Abbots Green Academy, very close to the school site, on Wednesday 6h
October (see below). An article about the new school, including information about the
consultation, was run in the Bury Free Press on 1st October. Social media posts were
shared both on a dedicated Sir Peter Hall School Facebook page and USP Twitter account.
(see Facebook analytics at Annex D). In addition, emails containing information about the
consultation and an invitation to the event were sent direct to almost 50 stakeholders.

This event was streamed live on Facebook (see below) so those who weren’t able to attend
could still see and hear what USP had to say. Senior Trust and local authority staff were in
attendance. The majority of the members of the public present were parents or carers of
children with SEND. The video was saved on our Facebook page so it could be viewed later
by people who weren’t able to see it live.
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Although the live stream viewing take-up was low, Facebook data tells us the video has
since been viewed 120 times. Emails advertising the consultation (see Annex C) and the
public event were sent to stakeholders including Jo Churchill MP, District and County
councillors, and local schools and the Moreton Hall Residents’ Association. The consultation
ran from 27th September to 5th November 2021.
57 responses were received online via Survey Monkey and 12 via the hard copy
questionnaire.
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES to the CONSULTATION
A total of 69 responses were received. 24 from residents (21 in Bury St Edmunds), 22 from
parents of children with SEND, followed by 15 school staff, just over half of whom are
currently working with children with SEND. Other responses came from community leaders
(three), school governors (three), a parent of a child without SEND and a childminder who
works with some SEND children.
In addition, USP received a direct email from Jo Churchill MP’s office manager which stated:
“Her only comment is – will the school be big enough? - given the SEND situation in Suffolk.
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She is also concerned that we protect Suffolk placements so that our own students can get
places before these are offered to out of county students.”
Answer Choices

Responses

Parent or carer of children with SEND

22

31.88%

Bury St Edmunds Resident

21

30.43%

School staff working with children with SEND

8

11.59%

School staff NOT working with children with SEND

7

10.14%

Community Leader (Councillor, MP or Voluntary Sector leader)

3

4.35%

School governor

3

4.35%

Other Resident

3

4.35

Other

2

2.90%

Answered

69

The overwhelming majority of respondents’ feedback was positive. The following section
looks at the responses to each question in detail.
Question 2)

Do you agree that there is a need for a school that caters for children

and young people with social, emotional and mental health needs in Bury St
Edmunds?
Yes

60

86.96%

No

1

1.45%

Not sure

8

11.59%
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Do you agree that there is a need for a
school that caters for children and young
people with social, emotional and mental
health needs in Bury St Edmunds?
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0.00%

Responses
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No

Not Sure

A clear majority were in favour of the school. Just over 10% of the respondents left a
comment for this question. Most were mentioning issues facing their own children and were
positive on the whole. Examples included “My son is at a mainstream but won’t go to a
school for his needs (high functioning Autism) so these kind of schools are really needed,”
and ”We have been looking for a suitable SEMH provision but travelling too far is an issue so
the location would be perfect.
Question 3)

Do you agree with the overarching vision for the school?

Yes

58

84.06%

No

3

4.35%

Not sure

8

11.59%
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The responses to this question were in similar proportion to Question 2, with almost 85%
backing the vision, just over 4% against and almost 12% unsure. Only five respondents left a
comment and two of those were negative. Of these, one answered No to every question and
clearly has an issue with USP, while the other had a problem with the location: “I do not feel
that this school should be in such a built-up area and in such close proximity to other
schools.” Another respondent stated: “The vision does have some merit but you must
provide a full curriculum for these children despite their difficulties and remember that you
have until they are 25 to complete your work should you chose to work with the older
children.”
Question 4)

Is there anything or particular importance to you that you would like to

see in either policy development or the school curriculum?
There were 33 substantive responses to this question covering a wide range of topics, from
engaging with adults with SEMH needs, through sharing good practice and links with
mainstream settings, to support for highly intelligent students. However, two themes
received more than one or two responses, namely life skills/community (nine) and
therapeutic/sensory (four). Typical comments included: “Life skills – extra-curricular activities
in the community;” “Focus on life skills, emotional and social skills as well as a strong
curriculum;” “Focus on therapeutic / Sensory side Individual curriculums;” “For us it's
important that the school is trauma informed and is a therapeutic setting.”
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All comments received can be found – as written - in Annex B.
Question 5)

Sir Peter Hall School is being built on a vacant site next to Abbots

Green Primary School; do you think this is a good location for the new school?
Yes

50

73.53%

No

7

10.29%

Not sure

11

16.18%

Skipped

1

Sir Peter Hall School is being built on a
vacant site next to Abbots Green Primary
School. Do you think this is a good
location for the new school?
80.00%
70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%
0.00%

Responses

Yes

No (Please say why in
the comment box)

Not sure

Almost three-quarters of respondents believed the Airfield Road site to be a good location for
the new school, while a tenth disagreed and around a sixth were unsure. There were 21
specific comments on this question and 15 of those were related to traffic, congestion and/or
parking in the Moreton Hall area. Comments included: The existing [area] where parents &
[carers] park for AGA needs to be retained, upgraded and extended. Two schools in a very
residential area need this provision, and due to the type of school this is, pupils may not be
able to walk/cycle or on a public transport route;” “The traffic is already dreadful at school
pick up / drop off time. This will make it worse;” and “Timings of the start and end of the day
will need to be considered so it doesn’t impact on the already very busy traffic generated
from Abbots Green.”
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Question 6)

Do you think Unity Schools Partnership should enter into a Funding

Agreement with the Secretary of State to open and run the Sir Peter Hall School?

Yes

38

55.88%

No

2

2.94%

Not sure

28

41.18%

Skipped

1

Do you think Unity Schools Partnership
should enter into a Funding Agreement
with the Secretary of State to open and
run Sir Peter Hall School?
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%

Responses

20.00%
10.00%
0.00%
Yes

No

Not sure

This is the only statutory question stipulated within section 10 of the Academies Act 2010.
Just over half of respondents agreed the Secretary of State should enter into a funding
agreement with USP to run the new school while just over two-fifths of respondents weren’t
sure. Just two respondents were definite this should not happen. One of these also
disagreed with the need for the school and the vision but, somewhat bizarrely, agreed with
the site. This respondent – a Bury St Edmunds resident - made negative comments about
USP and its two local schools.
The other – a parent of a child with SEND - agreed with the need for the school, the vision
and the site. He/she made no negative comments which suggests either a problem with USP
or a misunderstanding of the question.
Question 7)

Any further comments you’d like to make about our plans?
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16 respondents offered specific comments for question 7). The majority (11) of these can be
grouped into three themes covering location, school and community links, and general
support. Examples include:
“There is a real need for additional parking in this area, it’s so busy already and a new
school will add extra traffic. It’s very dangerous with lots of primary school aged children
around;”
“Strong links would be developed between the local primary and secondary school, hopefully
all able to support and work together for our children;”
“Useful addition to the educational provision in West Suffolk.”
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RESPONDING TO THE FINDINGS
Overall, the responses to the consultation were very positive and supportive but there were
three main areas requiring further thought, namely parking and congestion, proximity to
Abbots Green Primary School, and the need for real world/life skills in the curriculum - and
USP’s response to these is as follows.
As with Sir Bobby Robson School in Ipswich, SPHS will plan its opening and closing times
with those of the other local schools in mind, to avoid congestion and any unsupervised
mixing of pupils wherever possible. It is likely the majority of SPHS’s pupils will travel to the
school by private vehicle, taxi or minibus, so the Trust will work with Suffolk County Council
to complete a comprehensive travel plan. Staff will be encouraged to car share, use public
transport and, where possible cycle or walk to work. Any staff driving will be able to park on
the school site. The informal car park close by that is currently used by residents and their
visitors will remain.
The underpinning mission of SPHS will be to prepare its pupils for life beyond school. This
will mean ensuring they have the tools to be able to live independently as valued members
of a community and society in general. The Trust will use the experience it has had in
opening Sir Bobby Robson School in Ipswich in September 2020 in its work to do this very
effectively. Pupils will be helped to access appropriate academic learning alongside life
skills.
It was very pleasing to see the number of respondents whose comments reflect, for the most
part, USP’s view that this school should offer a bespoke package to individuals, including
pupils with a range of SEMH complexity. There was also a thread of advice that a
therapeutic trauma-informed approach would be essential and this will be a vital element for
the school.
The comment urging caution with regard to having highly skilled staff for a challenging job is
right. The Trust recognises this and that is why it is highlighting the school to the community
well in advance of recruitment and its opening. Five seasoned professionals from specialist
backgrounds came to the consultation event, leading to discussions around how they can
apply to join the team at SPHS.
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One comment queried transition between schools and the Trust can say it is a real strength
that Sir Peter Hall School will have a USP primary and secondary on its doorstep, to work
hand-in-hand with, sharing high quality practice.
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ANNEX A – LIST OF STAKEHOLDERS CONSULTED

Abbots Green Primary Academy
Barrow Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School
County Upper School
First Base, Bury St Edmunds
Great Barton Church of England Primary Academy
Great Whelnetham Church of England Primary School
Guildhall Feoffment Community Primary School
Hardwick Primary School
Horringer Court Middle School
Howard Community Primary School
Ickworth Park Primary School
King Edward VI Church of England Voluntary Controlled Upper School
Priory School
Risby Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School
Riverwalk School
Rougham Church of England Primary School
Sebert Wood Community Primary School
Sexton's Manor Community Primary School
St Benedict's Catholic School
St Edmund's Catholic Primary School, Bury St Edmunds
St Edmundsbury Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School
Sybil Andrews Academy
Thurston Church of England Primary Academy
Thurston Community College
Tollgate Primary School
Westgate Community Primary School and Nursery
Westley Middle School
Additional consultees
Jo Churchill MP (Con)
Cllr Trevor Beckwith (Ind)
Cllr Peter Thompson (Con)
Cllr Birgitte Mager (Con)
Cllr Cyrille Bouché (Town Councillor)
Cllr Peter Thompson (Town Councillor)
Cllr Tony Whittingham (Town Councillor)
Cllr Peter Thompson (County Councillor - Eastgate and Moreton)
Greg Luton (Clerk, Bury St Edmunds Town (Moreton Hall) Parish Council)
Mrs P Lamb (Clerk, Rushbrooke with Rougham (North) Parish Council)
Cllr Richard Rout (Deputy Leader of the Council)
Ros Somerville (AD for Inclusion, Suffolk CC)
Robert Houlton-Hart (Secretary at Moreton Hall Residents Association)
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Bury St Edmunds Chamber of Commerce
Angela Ransby (CEO of Raedwald Trust)
Mrs Jan Hatchell (CEO of Believe, Engage, Succeed Trust)
Eddies (The Edmund Trust)
Parent members of Campaign 4 Change (C4C)
Paul Jay – Chair of Governors at Sybil Andrews
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ANNEX B – ADDITIONAL COMMENTS IN FULL (as written)
Question 2)

Do you agree that there is a need for a school that caters for children

and young people with social, emotional and mental health needs in Bury St
Edmunds?
•

My son has not been going to school since January and been told he won’t get into
a school till next September.

•

My son has complex needs with severe autism but sadly now also has a mental
health diagnosis. Will there be a class for the vulnerable complex needs student

•

I believe there is one already? Not sure if this is just for more physically disabled
children, as opposed to additional learning needs

•

And it’s needed for children under age 9

•

Better provision should be provided at existing facilities offered by the trust.

•

Mainstream schools are so varied in their approach. In Bury Sybil Andrew’s is
pretty good, King Edwards appalling for SEMH support and County in the middle. A
specialist school could provide education for those who can’t cope in mainstream

•

My son is at a mainstream but won’t go to a school for his needs (high functioning
Autism) so these kind of schools are really needed.

•

I haven’t seen the research to comment on the need and current provision.

•

There is a current lack of this kind of educational facility within Bury St Edmunds
resulting in poor educational outcomes for these young people

•

Taking on this responsibility is much more difficult than I think you may realise.
Employing staff with the right qualifications and the right attitude to work in such a
demanding environment it will be both physically and mentally extremely
demanding for everyone working at this school please bear this in mind as you
move forward

•

We have been looking for a suitable SEMH provision but travelling too far is an
issue so the location would be perfect.It is vital that good quality provision is
available locally and long earth for those pupils that need extra support for SEMH

Question 3)

Do you agree with the overarching vision for the school?

Any information you would like to add including any suggestions for additional
curriculum provision?
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•

Unsure of the overall vision for the school, however, aware of Unity's visions.

•

Will SCC provide more funding for the students who need their own TA and weekly
salt OT sessions to prevent relationship break downs

•

Sybil Andrews and Abbott's Green are poorly operated and having children at
these, represent poor value for money and delivery against aspirations.

•

I do not feel that this school should be in such a built up area and in such close
proximity to other schools.

•

The vision does have some merit but you must provide a full curriculum for these
children despite their difficulties and remember that you have until they are 25 to
complete your work should you chose to work with the older children

Question 4)

Is there anything or particular importance to you that you would like to

see in either policy development or the school curriculum?
•

The sharing of effective practise across Unity schools when working with SEMH
children

•

My child (now 18) struggled in mainstream and it wasn't until he joined Thomas
Wolsey in Ipswich that he blossomed. He has physical disabilities as well as
behaviour, mld & autism. The staff were key, their understanding, tolerance and
attitude that each day was a new day was the most important thing. They provided
amazing sports opportunities with students competing up to national level. It would
be incredible to think this could be offered to more young people in this area. I
would like to think that this provision would be suitable for young people with
complex needs, including physical disabilities, where their autism is the diagnosis
that prevents them reaching their full potential within a mainstream school.

•

Inclusion and connections with the mainstream education. Joined up approach.

•

To ensure children with special needs are taken out of mainstream schools they
can be educated in an environment they feel comfortable with.

•

Partnership with local organisations to support the wider curriculum; aspiration and
expectation of pupils and staff.

•

Synchronised with mainstream school provision where appropriate to make
transition in/out easier - links to local mainstream provision and vice versa to
collaborate and share experience

•

Life skills, engaging in the community
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•

Life skills - extra curricular activities in the community.

•

Focus on life skills, emotional and social skills as well as a strong curriculum

•

Life skills - engaging in the community

•

Life Skills

•

Vocational, Community Interaction

•

Individualised and therapeutic.

•

"Focus on therapeutic / Sensory side

•

Individual curriculums"

•

Yes a class for the complex sensory students who need calm environments.

•

There needs to be an ASD school for highly intelligent children who can not
manage in mainstream

•

Life skills, behaviour techniques etc

•

Better oversight by government, held to account on delivery against promises and
better use of funding.

•

I’m not sure it’s relevant for this school but there is no where for academically able
students with autism. Those who can get grade 7+ are left floundering in
mainstream. That needs to improve or children are being failed.

•

A focus on mental health for students

•

Strict procedures for children transportation. It is already a very busy area and a
number of children for other schools are travelling independently.

•

More understanding and open mindedness to Childrens different needs.

•

Managing finances, emotional intelligence and social skills development.

•

The curriculum needs to be both challenging and adaptable to each young
person's needs so that they can attain the best outcome for them

•

"Design and technology

•

Financial education

•

Cycle maintainence

•

Yoga & mindfulness

•

Social education

•

Support for oarents

•

"Engagement with adults who have SEMH needs, autistic adults etc.. not research
written by neurotypicals.

•

Identity first language where appropriate ie- autistic children. NOT child with
autism. "

•

Understanding and appropriate support for children with selective mutism.
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•

every child has equal value

•

It must be complete there maybe emotional and other barriers that stop these
children learning but they must’ve given the chance

•

A focus on fe skills

•

Flexibility in terms of attendance, curriculum, homework and uniform for PDA
children.

•

Forest schools approaches

•

For us it's important that the school is trauma informed and is a therapeutic setting.

Question 5)

Sir Peter Hall School is being built on a vacant site in Airfield Road,

Bury St Edmunds; do you think this is a good location for the new school?
•

Parking and access is very limited

•

With the other local schools so near it would be good if at least some students
could be taken to school alongside siblings.

•

The existing and where parents & caters park for AGA needs to be retained,
upgraded and extended. Two schools in a very residential area need this provision,
and due to the type of school this is, pupils may not be able to walk/cycle or on a
public transport route.

•

Obvious concern over increased traffic levels (and parking) on Airfield Road

•

there can be crossovers within the schools and you can help each other.

•

Just worried about parking with being next to a primary school

•

Teenagers with behavioural challenges near a primary school may not be
appropriate for some of the pupils.

•

If there is school transport available from the rural villages into Bury then that
would be perfect

•

Too close to other school settings resulting in more traffic.

•

The area is too busy and is already dangerous for children and families to make
their way to school without an additional 90 cars. It is also close to the senior
school where many children are on their own and could be vulnerable.

•

The traffic is already dreadful at school pick up / drop off time. This will make it
worse.

•

Timings of the start and end of the day will need to be considered so it doesn’t
impact on the already very busy traffic generated from Abbots Green.
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•

Make sure that the parking area remains to the west of the site as used by the
community

•

Already an extremely congested area and this school caters for children much
older than Abbots Green which could influence behaviour of the younger children
when they mix outside on the way to and from school

•

Impact locally and parking

•

Worries about parking though.

•

Given the ages of the pupils at both schools I think this is likely to lead to issues
between some pupils from St Peters Hall and Abbots Green. There’s also terrible
traffic and congestion as well as impact on the surrounding area.

•

Concerned regarding the access the road provides and the level of parking for
parents of the children attending schools on this road and residents nearby

•

Maybe too close to Abbott's Green with the age of the young people attending

•

Good location because land allocated for education use. Moreton Hall has serious
congestion problems and should be considered when detailing travel plans. There
is currently an informal car park off Airfield Road, used by Abbots Green and Oxlip
House visitors. This facility must be maintained. I am aware that an area of the
car park will be used for a new access road but hope that this remains limited in
area.

•

Important car parking for sph is on the sph site and the tarmaced area to the side
remains as an unofficial car par

Question 7)

•

Any further comments you’d like to make about our plans?

Strong links would be developed between the local primary and secondary
school, hopefully all able to support and work together for our children

•

This school needs to happen, we are failing our children in Suffolk, the fact it
took 10 months for my 12 year old son to be seen by an Education psychologist
because the unity funding hadn’t gone through is shocking, in the mean time I
am dealing with a son who can Barely leave the house. My son has had an
EHP since he was four years old for a speech and Language disorder, he didn’t
start speaking till he was 9 years old, it will never go and trying to keep him in
mainstream to be like everyone else is wrong. I now have to decide if I keep
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him out of school until this school is set up or go to tribunal and get him into the
forge at ixworth.
•

Will this school give priority to existing SEMH students within USP schools to
be taught within a more specialist provision?

•

There are already 2 schools in Bury for children with special needs. I am sure
the need is there, but with all the houses being built on Moreton Hall and near
Fornham, new primary schools need to be built too. As a parent when we
moved to Moreton Hall from another county there was no space for our child to
join a primary school in walking distance.

•

It’s a school that is so needed in Bury not sure 80 places will be enough
though!

•

This school needs better oversight and due to its nature needs to be able to
better guarantee value for money, which is not offered by unity. Such a
specialist school should be more accountable to delivery against local needs

•

Make sure there is sufficient parking for staff, parents and visitors so it doesn’t
impact too much on the local area.

•

I am not happy that this school is located when a huge amount of funds are all
ready going into Riverwalk and Priory schools.

•

It seems a strange time to consult when the land has been purchased and the
school is being built.

•

Excellent use of the site and close to other schools

•

There is a real need for additional parking in this area, it’s so busy already and
a new school will add extra traffic. It’s very dangerous with lots of primary
school aged children around

•

My key focus is that the location isn’t appropriate, for the school next door or
residents.

•

The need for ample parking for staff visitors and families.

•

long overdue!

•

Make sure that all the funding goes towards the children’s education and not
into your pockets

•

Useful addition to the educational provision in West Suffolk.
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ANNEX C - TEXT OF EMAIL SENT TO STAKEHOLDERS:
27TH September 2021
Dear [Parent or Carer, Councillor, Headteacher, Nursery Owner, Resident]
Unity Schools Partnership would like to offer you the opportunity to comment on our plans
to open a new special school – Sir Peter Hall School - to serve children and families in
Bury St Edmunds.
In July 2020 Suffolk County Council and the Department for Education approved our
application to open a new special school. The school will open in September 2022 and be
located on land at Airfield Road, Bury St Edmunds IP32 7BY. Information about the new
school, its vision and ethos, curriculum offer and admissions policy are available for review
on the website at www.sphschool.org.
Sir Peter Hall School will be a special school catering for children aged 9 – 16 with social,
emotional and mental health (SEMH) issues. When full the school will have 80 children
whose parents will have named Sir Peter Hall School on their education, health and care
plan (EHCP).
The overarching vision for the school is to provide individualised support for all students
and prepare them to become successful independent adults who make a positive
contribution to their community, being valuable members of a better society, with an
educational experience to look back on with enjoyment and pride. We believe that an
ambitious, well-planned curriculum is essential for not only achieving successful academic
outcomes but also in effectively meeting the social, emotional and mental health needs of
our learners. The curriculum will follow the best blend of National Curriculum for high
academic aspiration and therapeutic intervention to support pupils with their personal and
social development.
Our consultation period runs from today (Monday 27th September 2021) and ends at
5pm on Friday 5th November 2021. The consultation is part of a process that every Free
School must undertake to secure permission from the Secretary of State for Education to
open the proposed new school. At the end of the consultation period the Trust will report
the consultation outcome to the Secretary of State for Education.
As part of the consultation process we have prepared a questionnaire for all interested
parties to complete and we would encourage you to let us know your views on the
proposed school. The questionnaire is available online at www.sphschool.org. The
questionnaire can be submitted online or a paper copy can be supplied for completion.
Paper copies will be available at our public consultation event or can be collected from
Unity Schools Partnership, Park Road, Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 7YD.
A consultation event will be held on Wednesday 6th October from 6pm to 7.30pm at
Abbots Green Academy, 18 Airfield Road, Bury St Edmunds IP32 7PJ. Please do come
along to meet members of the Trust and hear our vision and share your views.
Thank you in anticipation of your response.
Tim Coulson, Chief Executive Officer, Unity Schools Partnership
*****
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ANNEX D – Facebook analytics
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ANNEX E – QUESTIONNAIRE
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